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NEW MEDICAL CAPABILITIES DCOM CHANGE OF COMMAND FORCE PROTECTION – GUARDIANS OF THE MISSION 

 

AN EXPECTED REDEPLOYMENT 

THERE HAS BEEN SUFFICIENT IMPROVEMENT IN SOME RECOVERY-INDICATORS – 01/08/20 

 

In the context of COVID-19 in Mali, EUTM Mali 
has adopted preventive measures, in accordance 
with the Malian authorities and the guidelines of the 
World Health Organization. Thus, EUTM Mali 
temporarily suspended the majority of training 
activities from 3rd April 2020 and significantly 
reduced the amount of personnel, maintaining 
essential capabilities at the level of force protection, 
service support, and the Command and Control 
structure. Despite the temporary reduction, the 
personnel that remained were active in maintaining 
a secure deployment and in providing support (in 
some cases continuing remote training) and advice 
to the Host Nations. During the so-called 
"hibernation" period, the mission worked with fifty 
percent of the staff. The Mission was forced to adapt 
its mode of operation to the restrictions associated 
with the COVID-19 crisis. Now there has been 
sufficient improvement in some recovery-indicators 
that would permit the initiation of a redeployment of 
personnel. 

 
 

 

 

 

EUTM Mali through its Advisory Task 
Force (ATF) Strategic Air Cell conducted 
the Logistic and Air Storekeeper courses 
between the 29th of June and the 03rd of 
July. 

A Medal Parade took place in the 
Koulikoro Training Camp on July 29, 2020. The 
ceremony was presided over by the Education 
and Training Task Force Commander (ETTF 
Cdr), Colonel Martin Botik. 

 

EUTM Mali conducted a Company 
Instructor Course (CIC) for Non-
Commissioned Officers and Soldiers 
belonging to the Malian Armed Forces 
at the Koulikoro Training Camp. 
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ALWAYS IN OUR MEMORY 
GIL FERNANDO PAIVA BENIDO - 18/06/20 

On June 18th, EUTM Mali has paid tribute to the 
memory of the OR7 Gil Fernando Paiva Benido member 
of EUTM Mali died in Bamako, Mali, on 18th June, 2017 
during a terrorist attack.  

Always in our memory!  
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AN EXPECTED REDEPLOYMENT  
THERE HAS BEEN SUFFICIENT IMPROVEMENT IN SOME RECOVERY-INDICATORS 

– 01/08/20 

In the context of COVID-19 in Mali, EUTM Mali has adopted 
preventive measures, in accordance with the Malian authorities 
and the guidelines of the World Health Organization.  

Thus, EUTM Mali temporarily suspended the majority of 
training activities from 3rd April 2020 and significantly reduced 
the amount of personnel, maintaining essential capabilities at the 
level of force protection, service support, and the Command and 
Control structure.  

Despite the temporary reduction, the personnel that 
remained were active in maintaining a secure deployment and in 
providing support (in some cases continuing remote training) and 
advice to the Host Nations.   

During the so-called "hibernation" period, the mission 
worked with fifty percent of the staff.  

The Mission was forced to adapt its mode of operation to the 
restrictions associated with the COVID-19 crisis.  

Now there has been sufficient improvement in some 
recovery-indicators that would permit the initiation of a 
redeployment of personnel.  

Therefore, the Director General of the Military Planning and 
Conduct Capability (MPCC) decided on 23 July that the 
redeployment of personnel would be triggered. 

The pre-restoration phase has just started. After giving 
necessary notice to the contributing nations, the arrival of 
personnel will begin at the end of August.  

It will allow the Mission to reach its pre-COVID staffing level, 
up to seven hundred by the end of September.  

The different waves of restoration will be programmed with 
priorities, in other words, the elements ensuring the activities to 
be carried out quickly will be the first to return to the site. 
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LEARNING TO RUN A 
LOGISTIC 
WAREHOUSE 
LOGISTIC AND AIR STOREKEEPER COURSES – 
10/07/20 

 
EUTM Mali through its Advisory Task Force 

(ATF) Strategic Air Cell planned and conducted 
the Logistic and Air Storekeeper courses 
between the 29th of June and the 03rd of July 2020.  

The courses were performed in the Sénou Air 
Force Base 101 facilities. Twelve Malian Armed 
Forces (MaAF) Non-Commissioned Officers 
(NCO’s) belonging to eight different Squadrons 
attended the courses. 

The main goal of the Logistic and Air 
Storekeeper courses was to provide Malians 
Airmen NCO’s with required knowledge to run a 
logistic warehouse in order to be completely 
autonomous on the management of their aircraft 
spare parts.  

These training courses are a mandatory step 
before designating air storekeepers in each 
MaAF Squadron and both were focused on 
particularity of aircraft spare parts and 
components. Thus, the lessons were divided in 
five major parts: generality about air 
storekeeping, how to store spare parts, 
management and level of stocks, follow-up 
documentation and storing chemical products. 

A practical exercise followed these lessons. 
A specific scenario centered on the Components 
Store of Casa Squadron was used during this 
practical element of training. A role play 
between mechanical team and storekeeper 
team was performed.  

The trainees had the opportunity to practice 
the procedures relating to order a spare part and 
then manage the follow up through a 
combination of different tasks: Tidy up, count 
reference, edit the logistic documentation and 
finally create an up to date inventory list. 

On July 10th, the closing ceremony took 
place. It was held in the presence of the EUTM 
Mali Mission Force Commander, Brigadier 
General František Ridzák and the Air Force 
Chief of Staff, Brigadier General Souleymane 
Doucoure.  

This was a moment of pride for all: the 
instructor seeing the progress of the trainees, 
and these when receiving the certificate that 
testifies that they have passed the course 
successfully. 

 

 
  

NEW MEDICAL 
CAPABILITIES 

 
NEW ROLE 2E – 13/08/20 

 

In the hot environment of Mali, a contracted company has 
managed to provide a facility that delivers a clean, sterile 
environment in which to treat and deal with patients. The facility 
maintains a fully air conditioned environment so that for both patients, 
staff and equipment are accommodated in a suitable environment.  

Located alongside the primary health care services at the 
Koulikoro Training Centre (KTC), it means that there is now a one-
stop service for patients to be quickly seen by a specialist, have their 
dental care or see a primary care physician. After 6 months of effort 
and planning, a new Hospital has been quickly built at the KTC to 
support the EUTM Mali.  

The facility has been funded through the Europe Union to 
replace the previous field medical facility and continues to provide 
the essential hospital services and primary medical support required 
for the military training forces in Mali as part of the training mission 
through a private contract, part of the multinational International SOS 
group who are experienced with the delivery in difficult 
environments of medical and hospital care.  

The facility delivers a full spectrum of clinical services that are 
required in order to deliver emergency surgery and medical care for 
personnel.  

The equipment within the hospital is the latest state of the art 
clinical tools and diagnostic systems available, so providing a cutting 
edge diagnostic laboratory capabilities, ultra sound and digital X-ray 
providing information for accurate diagnosis and treatment.  

The clinical staff are all experienced and highly qualified in 
their respective fields and so able to operate within this tented and 
containerized complex comfortably. The equipment, people and 
information are all networked together with a 24/7 access to further 
specialist referrals across the globe. 

This facility is now integrated with the other EUTM medical 
assets and can work with both our armoured ambulances, and Super 
Puma MEDEVAC helicopters provided by another contracted 
company. In order to provide an integrated and coordinated 
approach to delivering appropriate patient care pathways. 
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GUARDIANS OF THE MISSION 
FORCE PROTECTION – 08/08/20 

The main task of EUTM Mali is to train soldiers of the Malian 
Armed Forces.  

Although, in accordance with the European Union legal 
framework, EUTM Mali personnel do not participate in combat 
operations, the mission has its own force protection unit.  

Members of this unit, so called “Guardians of the Mission”, 
protect EUTM Mali Headquarters in Bamako, carry out escorts of 
the Mission Force Commander and his staff, provide security to 
the Headquarters, protect and escort VIP personnel, and 
facilitates medical evacuation (MEDEVAC). 

This force protection unit must be ready to react to possible 
attacks, and to treat injuries during crisis and traffic accidents.  

After extension of the new Mandate, the Mission’s area of 
operation has been expanded and now comprises the whole of 
Mali.  

EUTM Mali, besides centralized activities at the Koulikoro 
Training Camp, also conducts decentralized activities 
throughout the country.  

Therefore, the importance of a force protection during 
activities in remote areas is growing.  

Furthermore, the force protection unit must be capable of 
managing MEDEVAC and personal recovery procedures, if any 
EUTM Mali personnel become isolated.  

Those skills have been exercised in Kalifabougou regularly 
with an outsourced company, which provides MEDEVAC assets 
and training to the Mission.  

kg 

 

DEPUTY MISSION FORCE COMMANDER – 
CHANGE OF COMMAND 

MFHQ - 04/08/20 

 

The change of command between the outgoing EUTM Mali 
Deputy Mission Commander, Colonel Antonio Arauzo Martinez 
(Spain) and the incoming Deputy Mission Commander, 
Colonel Vicente Infante Oliveras (Spain) took place on 04th 
August at the Mission Force Headquarters in Bamako. The 
change of command was executed during a formal ceremony 
with the presence of the EUTM Mali Mission Force 
Commander, Brigadier General František Ridzák. 

 



5 

15 JUNE - 15 AUGUST 
 

2020 EUTM MALI NEWSPAPER 
EUTM MALI XVI 

 
NUMBER 7 

THE DIGITAL NEWSPAPER ON EUTMMALI.EU  

 

 

MEDAL 
PRESENTATION 
CEREMONY 
 

ON JULY 09TH 2020 

 

 
A Medal Presentation Ceremony took place at 

the Mission Force Headquarters in Bamako on 09th 
July 2020.  

The ceremony was presided over by the EUTM 
Mali Mission Force Commander, Brigadier 
General František Ridzák.  

Several EUTM Mali members were awarded the 
Common Security and Defence Policy Service 
Medal for their outstanding work, enthusiasm, 
perseverance and creativity, proved day in, day 
out, to overcome all the challenges that they faced 
throughout several months of the mission.  

All participants wore personal protective 
equipment as well as respecting social distance in 
this simple but meaningful ceremony.  

For some months now, EUTM Mali has been 
implementing a series of prudent mitigation 
measures in order to strengthen the response to 
COVID-19, alongside the Malian authorities and in 
accordance with the World Health Organisation 
guidance.  

EUTM Mali keeps safety, maintains security 
levels, and continues to do his work, preparing to 
reassume, as soon as possible, its normal posture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

THE NEW 
MANDATE 

 
BROADENING ITS SCOPE – 02/07/20 

 

Following a Strategic Review process, the Council of the European 
Union (EU) decided to extend the mandate of the EUTM Mali until 18 May 
2024. This is first time that the mandate has been extended for a period of 
four years. 

Mali and the Malian Armed Forces (MaAF) remain at the heart of the 
EUTM Mali. The Mission’s area of operations has been expanded and now 
comprises the whole of Mali. Additionally, the Council also authorised the 
extension of EUTM Mali’s area of operations to provide military assistance 
to the G5 Sahel countries. In practical terms, to support the G5 Sahel 
countries, EUTM Mali will follow a gradual approach and engage in 
support outside of Mali as conditions and resources allow, with priority 
given to Burkina Faso and Niger. Support for the operationalisation of the 
G5 Sahel Joint Force is not a new aspect of EUTM Mali's mandate however, 
the broadening of its scope is new and will enable EUTM Mali to provide 
more effective support tailored to the G5 Sahel Joint Force’s needs. 

Mandate 5 will be implemented in a phased approach. During Phase 1, 
activities in favour of the MaAF will be implemented as a continuation of 
the 4th Mandate and closer support will be provided to the MaAF in 
Central Mali with emphasis on the new concept of accompaniment and 
military assistance activities respecting the non-executive character of the 
Mandate. 

The activities in support of G5 Sahel constitute a subsequent step. 
Specific support to Burkina Faso, possible Niger, during Phase 1 is 
envisaged. This however, would require the timely provision of additional 
personnel, assets and resources, airlift capabilities and in-theatre 
agreements. During Phase 2, additional capacity will be generated and 
deployed. The Mission will therefore be able to consolidate military 
assistance activities according the MaAF’s requirements and conduct 
simultaneous decentralised activities at all levels of the MaAF Chain of 
Command as well as that of the G5 Sahel Forces. 

Mandate 5 will be implemented within certain parameters. Firstly, 
despite an extension of the Mission's area of operation: all EUTM activities 
outside Mali will require the explicit consent of the Host Nation on whose 
territory these activities are to be carried out. Secondly, decentralised 
activities will be carried out in secure locations and, thirdly, in accordance 
with the EU legal framework, EUTM Mali personnel will not participate in 
combat operations. Furthermore, activities outside Mali will not include 
the permanent presence of EUTM Mali personnel. 
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MEDICAL RESCUE READINESS 
EUTM MALI HAS THE FULL SUPPORT OF MEDICAL SERVICES AND A MEDICAL AIR LIFT 

CAPABILITY – 01/07/20 

Health of its personnel is one of the EUTM Mali 
priorities; that is the reason why EUTM Mali has the full 
support of medical services and a medical air lift 
capability. This ensures that mission-ready aircraft are 
available to provide critical aerial medical evacuation. 

EUTM Mali has taken all the preventive measures 
against coronavirus to guarantee the safety of its personnel.  

Therefore, the company acquired isolations units, strict 
health and safety procedures in order to combat the virus.  

It operates a mission-ready fleet of H215 Airbus Super 
Puma helicopters and fixed wing aircraft. These aircraft are 
on 24/7 standby, for medical emergencies.  

Helicopters provide transportation of patients from the 
point of crisis in remote and austere areas to medical 
facilities. In this way, besides the centralized training 
activities, EUTM Mali is also supported when conducting 
decentralized activities such as the CMATT’s (Combined 
Mobile Advisory Training Team) on six of the eight military 
regions that are included in Mali. 

Given the large territorial extension of the country, 
EUTM Mali has available the capacity to perform 
MEDEVAC quickly and in a timely manner during this 
mixture of staff and unit training courses. 

Thus, this company embarked on emergency readiness 
procedures to provide an efficient, well-equipped fleet of 
aircraft and highly trained personnel, on call 24/7. 
Consequently, EUTM Mali continues to enforce all possible 
safety measures. 
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BECOMING AN INSTRUCTOR 
COMPANY INSTRUCTOR COURSE – 20/06/20 

EUTM Mali conducted a Company Instructor Course for Non-
Commissioned Officers and Soldiers belonging to the Malian 
Armed Forces (MaAF). The course took place between 01 and 19 
June 2020. Seven personnel from the Education and Training 
Task Force provided the trainees capabilities of instructing 
soldiers and small formations up to Company Size in the 
necessary basic tactics, techniques and procedures required to 
deploy on operations. The summary of subjects included 
Training Management, Pedagogy & Communication, 
International Humanitarian Law and the Teaching Process. This 
allowed for trainees to prepare and deliver lessons in the areas 
of Tactical Combat Casualty Care, Countering Improvised 
Explosives Devices & Weapons Handling on Shooting Range. 

The CIC attendees will continue their phased training as part 
of their personal and professional development in becoming full 
time instructors for Pre-Deployment Training. These trainees 
have now finished Phase 2 of 4 and will continue with on the job 
training. PDT is a training program that aims to prepare units of 
Company level, before its deployment, aiming at an increase in 
operational efficiency. “The trainees displayed a great deal of 
motivation during the training that increased in intensity as the 
course progressed,” Commandant Desmond O’Reilly, course 
leader, explained. EUTM Mali’s objective is always to assist our 
MaAF colleagues to meet their operational needs through close 
co-operation in advising, training, and education. 
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ADVISORY TASK FORCE COMMANDER – 
CHANGE OF COMMAND 

MFHQ - 07/08/20 

 
 

The change of command between the outgoing Advisory 
Task Force (ATF) Commander, Colonel Hubert Doutaud 
(France) and the incoming ATF Commander, Colonel David 
Pawlowski (France) took place today at the Mission Force 
Headquarters in Bamako. The change of command was 
executed during a formal ceremony with the presence of the 
EUTM Mali Mission Force Commander, Brigadier General 
František Ridzák. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

ICM MEETING 
IN BAMAKO – 30/07/20 

The Instance de Coordination Militaire au Mali (ICM) held on 
27 July 2020 in Bamako. The ICM brings together Commanders 
of the Malian Armed Forces, Barkhane, MINUSMA, G5 Sahel Joint 
Force and EUTM Mali with the aim of coordinate the plans and 
operations by those partners on a quarterly basis.  

The EUTM Mali Mission Force Commander, Brigadier 
General František Ridzák, during his presentation spoke about 
the progressive redeployment as well as the restoring plan of 
EUTM Mali activities. The EUTM Mali Force Commander 
reinforced the intention of providing tactical training of Typhoon 
Companies in accordance with the requests expressed at the last 
Comité Directeur de Coordination held on 4 June 2020. The 
evolution of the Mission’s capabilities under the new fifth 
Mandate, comprising the extension of EUTM’s area of operations 
to the whole Mali and providing military assistance to the G5 
Sahel countries and its Joint Force, was also highlighted. 

The Council of the European Union decided to extend the 
mandate of the EUTM Mali until 18 May 2024. This is first time that 
the mandate has been extended for a period of four years. 
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AN OUTSTANDING COMMITMENT 
RECOGNIZED 

MEDAL PARADE IN THE KTC – 29/07/20 

A Medal Parade took place in the Koulikoro Training Camp 
on July 29, 2020. The ceremony was presided over by the 
Education and Training Task Force Commander (ETTF Cdr), 
Colonel Martin Botik. 

Several EUTM Mali members were awarded the Common 
Security and Defence Policy Service Medal in recognition of 
the outstanding performance and hard work shown during the 
Mission. 

The ETTF Cdr stated that this medal will remain with them 
throughout their careers as a reminder of their EUTM service 
in Mali and also to mark their commitment through the 
deployment. 

The ETTF Cdr concluded by congratulating the 47 
personnel awarded and he wished those of them who are 
leaving the mission area in the near future a safe journey 
home. 
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