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THE SIGNATURE OF A SUCCESSFUL PROJECT

ETTF CHANGE OF COMMAND

A NEW COMMAND POST FOR G5S JF

CHANGE OF COMMAND: KEEP WORKING
THE CEREMONY TOOK PLACE ON JUNE 12 AT THE MISSION FORCE HEADQUARTERS IN BAMAKO
June 12, 2020 became important moment in the
history of the Czech Armed Forces. On this day, the
Czechs took over the command of the EUTM Mali
from their Portuguese colleagues. The Czechs
already commanded an international brigade in
Kosovo in 2006, but now they command the entire
mission. Portuguese General João Boga Ribeiro
ceremoniously handed over the EUTM Mali flag to the
Czech General František Ridzák. For the next six
months, General Ridzák will command more than
seven hundred European troops from twenty-nine
countries and he will have to create the conditions for
a new mission mandate. Expressing a clear European
intent to maintain and reinforce its support the Mali
and the Sahel region, the new mandate includes the
expansion of the Mission's area of operations, to the
whole five Sahelian countries, a substantial increase
in personnel and investments, and more enhanced
military assistance activities directed to the Malian
Armed Forces and G5 Sahel Joint Force.

The CoDiCo met last 04 June. Cochaired by the CEMGA, Major General
Abdoulaya Coulibaly, and the EUTM Mali
MF Cdr, Brigadier General João Boga
Ribeiro, it brings together EUTM Mali and
the MaAF relevant structures.

A Medal Parade took place in the
Koulikoro Training Camp on May 20. The
ceremony was presided over by the MF Cdr,
Brigadier General João Boga Ribeiro,
accompanied by the key staff of the EUTM Mali
chain of command.

The Council of the EU approved the
Mission extension until May 2024 under
the Fifth Mandate on March 23. The new
Mandate expresses a clear European
intent to maintain and reinforce its
support the Mali and the Sahel region.
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CHANGE OF COMMAND: KEEP WORKING
THE CEREMONY TOOK PLACE ON JUNE 12 AT THE MISSION FORCE HEADQUARTERS IN BAMAKO

June 12, 2020 became important moment in the history of
In his closing speech, he recalled the challenges that
the Czech Armed Forces.
accompanied him during his command: "It is difficult for me to look
On this day, the Czechs took over the command of the
for words in these last moments to summarize my impressions.
EUTM Mali from their Portuguese colleagues.
Thank you, my soldiers, for each day that I have had an honor
The Czechs already commanded an international brigade
of working with you and being your commander.
in Kosovo in 2006, but now they command the entire mission.
I wish you, František, all the best in this challenging mission."
Portuguese General João Boga Ribeiro ceremoniously
Then the long-awaited moment of the ceremony finally came,
handed over the EUTM Mali flag to the Czech General
fanfares sounded, and General Ribeiro took hold of the EUTM Mali
František Ridzák.
flag and ceremoniously, handed it over to his successor, General
For the next six months, General Ridzák will command
Ridzak, who proudly took it over.
more than seven hundred European troops from twenty-nine
"It is a privilege to lead this prestigious mission."
countries and he will have to create the conditions for a new
It is a great honor for me and our country," General Ridzák
mission mandate. Expressing a clear European intent to
concluded.
maintain and reinforce its support the Mali and the Sahel
At the end of the ceremony, a Malian choir sang the Malian and
region, the new mandate
European anthems. The
includes the expansion of
generals saluted each other in
the Mission's area of
honor. Instead of shaking
operations, to the whole
the commanders made
For the next six months, General Ridzák will hands,
five Sahelian countries, a
so-called “elbow bump”.
substantial increase in
Strict hygiene measures
command more than seven hundred
personnel and investments,
are still in place in the mission
European troops from twenty-nine countries
and more enhanced
due to Covid-19. The
military assistance activities
pandemic
affected the
and he will have to create the conditions for
directed to the Malian
functioning of this mission too,
a new mission mandate.
Armed Forces and G5 Sahel
like everyday life everywhere
Joint Force. The change of
in the world.
command ceremony was
The Czech lead will follow
accompanied by strict
on their predecessors and
security measures, as a total of twelve ambassadors, ten
maintain the continuity of the mission.
defence attachés, delegation to the EU, representatives of the
The Mission will also focus on pre-deployment training and
Malian Ministry of Defense and the General Staff,
will increase the Malian army's training and education capabilities.
representatives of the Barkhane and the G5 Sahel joint forces
Last but not least, within a new four-year mandate, troops from
attended the ceremony. The Czech Ambassador to Mali, Mr.
G5 Sahel (Mauritania, Mali, Burkina Faso, Niger and Tchad) will
Robert Kopecký also attended. The ceremony was opened by
receive training also.
both Generals in front of the mission headquarters, where they
The size of these five countries corresponds to about half the
paid tribute to the soldiers who lost their lives in the mission.
size of the USA.
Afterwards, the Portuguese General welcomed all the guests
The importance of EUTM Mali is significantly growing in the
and awarded selected Malian soldiers with a medal.
West African region.
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ETTF CHANGE OF COMMAND:
TRAINING CONTINUES
THE CEREMONY TOOK PLACE ON JUNE 15 AT THE KOULIKORO TRAINING
CENTRE
The Change of Command between the outgoing Education
and Training Task Force (ETTF) Commander, Colonel Jesus
Campuzano Santa Teresa (Spain) and the incoming ETTF
Commander, Colonel Martin Botik (Czech Republic) took place
on Monday, 15 June 2020, at the Koulikoro Training Centre
(KTC).
The Change of Command was executed during a formal
ceremony with the presence of the EUTM Mali Mission Force
Commander (MF Cdr), Brigadier General František Ridzák, the
EUTM Mali Deputy MF Cdr, Colonel Antonio Arauzo Martinez
and the Commander of the Boubacar Sada Sy Training Centre,
Colonel Traoré. All KTC personnel took part in the Ceremony.
Before the ceremony, new MF Cdr conducted training
inspection of ongoing Company Instructor Course for Malian
soldiers.
The ceremony started with the speech of the outgoing ETTF
Commander and also included the speech of the EUTM Mali MF
Cdr, as well as the award of the Common Security and Defence
Policy Service Medal to Colonel Jesus Campuzano Santa Teresa.
Brigadier General František Ridzák thanked the outgoing
ETTF Commander for his outstanding military leadership and
professional qualities that are well worthy of recognition.
The EUTM Mali MF Cdr also highlighted the strong links
forged with the Malian authorities and all necessary
coordination ensured by Colonel Jesus Campuzano.
During his speech, Colonel Jesus Campuzano Santa Teresa
mentioned two complementary approaches performed
throughout his command to support Malian partners: On one
side EUTM Mali have continued training the trainers of the
Malian Armed Forces and also with the specialised courses to
build up their autonomous capability for training.
On the other side, EUTM Mali implemented, in real life, the
Pre-Deployment Training concept to contribute to the Malian
determination to deploy their units in the best possible
conditions to the operation area.
The corresponding change of command of ETTF, was
carried out with the handing over of the ETTF ensign by
Brigadier General František Ridzák to Colonel Martin Botik.
At the end of the ceremony, Colonel Martin Botik stated that
he took the command of ETTF with respect and that he would
prioritise the resumption of all training activities at KTC, in the
immediate future.
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A NEW COMMAND
POST FOR G5S JF
NEW POSTE DE COMMANDEMENT INTERARMEES DE
THEATRE – 05/06/20

THE SIGNATURE OF
A SUCCESSFUL
PROJECT
NEW SÉVARÉ OPERATIONS CENTER FACILITY – 09/06/20
The Poste de Commandement Interarmées
de Théâtre (PCIAT) inauguration took place on
June 03 at the Bamako Sénou Airbase.
The official handover ceremony was held in
the presence of the Minister of Foreign Affairs
and International Cooperation, Tiébilé Dramé
and his counterpart of Defence and Veterans
Affairs, Dahirou Dembélé; the Ambassador of
the European Union (EU) to Mali, Bart Ouvry; the
Special Representative of the United Nations,
Secretary General Mahamat Saleh Annadif; the
G5 Sahel Joint Force Commander, Brigadier
General Oumarou Namata Gazama; and the
Ambassadors accredited to Mali.
The construction works began on 1st April
2020.
This Operational Command Post (CP) has an
operations centre, a meeting room, a
warehouse, offices and accommodation for
security personnel.
MINUSMA’s Mission Support Cell carried out
the project and EUTM Mali participated in the
design of the CP.
The EUTM Mali Mission Force Commander,
Brigadier General João Boga Ribeiro, attended
the inauguration.
This project was financed with EU funds,
which represents a strong sign of commitment
among EU, United Nations and G5 Sahel Joint
Force.

On 4th June, in a simple but significant ceremony, took place in Bamako,
before the Comité Directeur de Coordination, in order to formally handover
the Sévaré Operations Center facility, equipped with the Command and
Control of Operations (C2OPS) system.
This ceremony brought together the Malian Armed Forces (MaAF) Chef
d'État-Major Général des Armées, Major General Abdoulaya Coulibaly, EUTM
Mali Mission Force Commander (MF Cdr) Brigadier General João Boga
Ribeiro, and Colonel Jose Antonio Arauzo, EUTM Mali Deputy MF Cdr and
Kingdom of Spain National Senior Representative.
The Kingdom of Spain financially supported the whole project, which was
designed by EUTM Mali in coordination with the MaAF, comprising the overall
construction of the infrastructure, furniture, communications and computer
equipment’s and systems, together with the investment on C2OPS, thus
making possible to exchange of information and to conduct operations,
running a modern and effective C2 system and therefore enhancing the
coordination between the different military regions of Mali.
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GUIDELINES FOR THE INCOMING FUTURE
CODICO – 06/06/20
The Comité Directeur de Coordination (CoDiCo) held
quarterly, met last 04 June 2020 in Bamako.
The CoDiCo, co-chaired by the Chef d'État-Major Général
des Armées, Major General Abdoulaya Coulibaly, and the
EUTM Mali Mission Force Commander (MF Cdr), Brigadier
General João Boga Ribeiro, brings together EUTM Mali and the
Malian Armed Forces (MaAF) relevant structures.
The aim of the conference is to coordinate the medium and
long-term planning of EUTM’s activities in support of the MaAF.
On this occasion the EUTM Mali’s activities for the benefit
of MaAF over the past six months as well as the state of play of
the guidelines since the last CoDiCo were addressed.
In addition, EUTM Mali’s current activities and proposals
along with the EUTM Mali 5th Mandate main topics and
infrastructure needs for this purpose were presented.
Lastly, the MaAF Chef d'État-Major Général des Armées,
Major General Abdoulaya Coulibaly, provided EUTM Mali with
his concerns, priorities and guidelines for the incoming future,
training and advisory activities.
EUTM Mali continues to respond to the operational needs
of the MaAF.
It achieves this through the provision of training support
for the benefit of the MaAF.
This support covers training and advice on a wide range of
subjects.

k
g

WITH YOU, WE ARE THE STRONGEST
MEDAL PARADE IN THE KTC - 20/05/20
A Medal Parade took place in the Koulikoro Training
Camp on May 20, 2020. The ceremony was presided over by
the Mission Force Commander (MF Cdr), Brigadier General
João Boga Ribeiro, accompanied by the key staff of the EUTM
Mali chain of command.
During his speech, the MF Cdr recognised that EUTM
Mali went through an extraordinary and very dynamic time,
in which the Mission managed to substantially increase its
activities, and to produce more and better work, to enhance
the support to the Malian Armed Forces (MaAF).
The MF Cdr stated that EUTM Mali went through complex
challenges, both related with security and safety, to which the
Mission reacted in an outstanding way, standing ready for
possible threats, but also enforcing and controlling the
serious influence that COVID-19 is having on the mission. He
also affirmed that EUTM Mali is raising again to the challenge,
retaking its activities, on a gradual but steadily way, leading
the Mission to assume a new normal posture, always
considering the protection of its people, but also the Mission
essence in order to advise, train and assist the training
audiences.
The MF Cdr concluded by saying that independently of
the part of the mission, and of the nation, those on parade
have provided a new meaning to the expression “Tous
Ensemble”. They have really contributed for having 29
nations working as one mission due to professionalism and
perseverance, which they demonstrated.
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MISSION EXTENSION
EUTM MALI NEW MANDATE - 26/05/20

From 1st December 2019 until 3rd April 2020, when
training activities were temporarily suspended due to
COVID-19, EUTM Mali had trained approximately
1,200 military personnel.
This was achieved by conducting more than 40
training activities including the Combined Mobile
Advisory Training Team in Sévaré, the Military Region
Advisory Activities in Timbuktu and Kati and also the
two Pre-Deployment Training packages conducted at
the Koulikoro Training Centre.

The Council of the European Union (EU) approved
the Mission extension until May 2024 under the Fifth
Mandate on March 23, 2020.
The new Mandate, expressing a clear European
intent to maintain and reinforce its support the Mali
and the Sahel region, includes the expansion of the
Mission's area of operations, to the whole five Sahelian
countries, a substantial increase in personnel and
investments, and more enhanced military assistance
activities directed to the Malian Armed Forces and G5
Sahel Joint Force.

WALKING TO
NORMALITY
THE MISSION TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED TRAINING
ACTIVITIES ON APRIL 3RD - 24/05/20
The Mission has been heavily
engaged since December 2019, in
more than 40 training activities
and the preparation of nearly
1.200 soldiers of the Malian Armed
Forces (MaAF). These dynamics
were disturbed by the arrival of
COVID-19 cases to Mali in March.
One month before, EUTM Mali
started to adopt preventive
measures, in accordance with the
Malian authorities and the World
Health Organization guidelines, in
order to mitigate the risk of
contagion and thus guarantee the
health security not only of the
EUTM Mali members but also of
the MaAF trainees and the local
population.
To this end, a working group
was established and a plan was
developed to combine the training
of
medical
teams,
the
establishment
of
laboratory
technical
agreements,
the
increase in levels of support, the
preparation of isolation areas,
vehicles and procedures for
transport, the coordination of
emergency evacuations, and
control, hygiene and social
distancing
measures
were
implemented, as well as the
organization of work and common
spaces. The Mission temporarily
suspended training activities on
April 3rd.

Therefore, the Mission’s main effort
was transferred in a balanced way to
the
advisory
activities,
while
maintaining the link with the training
audiences
and
preparing
the
continuation of the Mission for the postPandemic period. Protection and
sustainment measures were improved,
in line with the evolution of the
situation. On April 8th, the first case of
COVID-19 within the Mission was
confirmed, two weeks after the first
contagion in Mali. Immediately
confinement procedures were set,
while maintaining an updated public
information policy.
As directed, the Mission identified
risk groups elements (in accordance
with data protection regulations), and
essential and non-essential personnel
related with the temporary suspension
of training activities, in order to reduce
manning and thus to increase
preventive measures. The Mission
continues to make all the necessary
efforts towards the full recovery of its
activities as the situation develops. The
process of operationalization of the
mandate review, which will ensure a
significant growth of the Mission and
the extension of its activities to the
whole territory of Mali and to the other
four countries of the Sahel, will also
continue. The final phase of the plan
will enable the Mission to fully reestablish its core activities, training
and advisory activities.
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A DONATION TO FIGHT
RNA PURIFICATION KITS - 04/06/20
k
g

EUTM Mali handed over to the Institut National de
Recherche en Santé Publique (INRSP) RNA Purification Kits on
03 June 2020. Colonel Arauzo Martinez, EUTM Mali Deputy
Mission Force Commander delivered this first consignment of
health equipment, which were received by Professor Akory
AG Iknane, INRSP General Director. The RNA Purification Kits
lets researchers quickly isolate and purify the total RNA from
cultured animal cells, tissue samples, blood, plasma, serum,
bacteria, yeast, fungi, plants and viruses. This donation will
reinforce the heath capabilities of the INRSP.

C2 PROGRESS
A NEW COMMAND AND CONTROL SYSTEM - 30/05/20

EUTM Mali Advisory Task Force personnel had their
first meeting with G5 Sahel Joint Force (G5S JF) personnel on
May 20th to present them with a Command and Control
System that might be suitable for their needs. The meeting
was also attended by personnel from the French G5S JF
Liaison and Mentoring Detachment, the Regional Director
and the Staff of the Company that developed the system.
During
the
presentation
and
subsequent
demonstration, all those present were able to see the
capabilities of the system, its handling, limitations,
possibilities of evolution and, above all, the possible
adaptation to a Force such as the G5S JF deployed in 5
countries. EUTM Mali maintains the ability to continue
providing advice and support to the Malian and G5 Sahel
authorities.

ALWAYS IN OUR MEMORY
CORPORAL ANTONIO CARRERO JIMÉNEZ - 18/05/20
On May 18th , EUTM Malihas paid tribute to the
memory of the corporal Antonio Carrero Jiménez
member of EUTM Mali died near Sévaré, Mali, on 18th
May, 2018 when returning with his unit on a Force
Protection mission. Always in our memory!
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CONGRATULATIONS AFRICA
AFRICAN UNITY DAY - 25/05/20
May 25 is World Day of Africa, in memory of the
founding congress of the Organization of African Union
(OAU), the forerunner of today's African Union (AU).
This day simply celebrates the creation of the OAU on
25 May 1963 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The purpose of May
25 is to symbolically underline the need to "strengthen the
unity and solidarity of African States", according to the OAU
Charter.
On 26 May 1963, the OAU Charter was signed by all
participants except Morocco. At this meeting, it was then
decided to rename "African Freedom Day" as "African
Liberation Day", set for May 25. With the passage of time, this
day has simply become "Africa Day".
While the OAU has since disappeared and was
replaced by the AU in 2002, 25 May continues to be
celebrated today.

PLANNING FUTURE ACTIVITIES
REUNION DE COORDINATION OPERATIONNELLE - 18/05/20

The 15th Réunion de Coordination Opérationnelle
(RCO) took place on 13 May 2020. This meeting has been
held since March 2019 and takes place every four weeks
with the aim of sharing information on the security situation,
the ongoing operations carried out by the different actors,
the training activities of EUTM Mali and other topics of
common interest.
This RCO was organised by the permanent
representation of Barkhane Operation in Mali.
Representatives of the Malian Armed Forces (MaAF), EUTM
Mali, Barkhane and MINUSMA attended.
EUTM Mali keeps safety, maintains security levels,
and continues to work towards preparing to resume, as
soon as possible, a normal posture.
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INCREASING SELF-SUSTAINING CAPACITY
WITH MEALS READY-TO-EAT - 28/05/20
k
g

The Portuguese and the Estonian
Ministries of Defense sent nearly 2500
Meals Ready-to-Eat (MRE) to Mali on 16
and 20 May 2020, to increase the food
supplies of EUTM Mali.
By sending these rations to EUTM
Mali it has significantly increased its selfsustaining capacity in case of need.
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STRENGTHENING THE SANITARY CAPABILITIES
OF THE MAAF
WITH PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT - 19/05/20
k
g

EUTM Mali handed over to the Malian Armed Forces
(MaAF) personal protective equipment to help protect
against infection from COVID-19 on 14 May 2020 at the
Koulikoro Training Camp. Colonel Campuzano, the
Commander of the Education and Training Task Force
(ETTF) of EUTM Mali delivered protective masks,
protective gloves and disinfectant gel. This equipment was
received by Colonel Traoré, the Commander of the
Boubacar Sada Sy Training Centre in Koulikoro. This
donation will reinforce the sanitary capabilities of the
Boubacar Sada Sy Training Centre to fight against COVID19.
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