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CODICO – THINKING AHEAD

PORTUGUESE DEFENCE MINISTER
VISITS EUTM MALI

NEW EUTM MALI DEPUTY MISSION COMMANDER

SCHOOL OF LEADERS
COMPANY COMMANDERS COURSE
EUTM Mali conducted the Company Commanders
Course from September 30, 2019 to February 6, 2020
in Koulikoro Training Camp. The aim of the course
was to train future Company Commanders in order to
provide them with the essential knowledge of
command at the Company level. This course was
attended by 24 trainees from the Malian Armed
Forces with instruction provided by 3 trainers from
the ETTF (Education and Training Task Force).
The Company Commander occupies a pivotal
place in the military chain of command. As an Officer
it is considered to be the best time in ones career in
which it is possible to be able to lead, guide and
mentor soldiers under command.
The example set by the Company Commander
will determine the shape of his sub unit as a whole and
assist in the development of the individual career
paths of all of his personnel. The Commander has the
benefit of getting to know his people personally,
develop a strong bond through shared experience
and innate comradeship.

The change of command between the
outgoing ATF Commander, Colonel Thierry
Chipot and the incoming ATF Commander,
Colonel Hubert Doutaud took place on 12
February 2020, at the MFHQ.

EUTM Mali provided specific training on basic
military topics for special police intervention
brigade. They will be able to adapt to the new and
changing environment that Mali's police are so often
confronted with.

A Mechanized Infantry Course ended
on 13 January 2020. The students came
from mechanized infantry units equipped
with the CASSPIR armored personnel
carrier.
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SCHOOL OF LEADERS
COMPANY COMMANDERS COURSE – 15/02/20
EUTM Mali conducted the Company Commanders Course
from September 30, 2019 to February 6, 2020 in Koulikoro
Training Camp. The aim of the course was to train future
Company Commanders in order to provide them with the
essential knowledge of command at the Company level. This
course was attended by 24 trainees from the Malian Armed
Forces with instruction provided by 3 trainers from the ETTF
(Education and Training Task Force).
The Company Commander occupies a pivotal place in the
military chain of command. As an Officer it is considered to be
the best time in ones career in which it is possible to be able
to lead, guide and mentor soldiers under command.
The example set by the Company Commander will
determine the shape of his sub unit as a whole and assist in the
development of the individual career paths of all of his
personnel.
The Commander has the benefit of getting to know his
people personally, develop a strong bond through shared
experience and innate comradeship.
At a professional level the strength of the Commander lies in
his ability to interpret Orders and be able to communicate
them to his Company.

Much of the success of this lies in the Commander’s
understanding and feel for his own troops’ strengths and
weaknesses.
The course itself has been divided into two parts: the first part
was directed towards the topics of International Humanitarian Law,
navigation, health support and an understanding of the
capabilities of the Malian Armed Forces.
The second part of the course was oriented to operations
planning, study of military symbology, concept of tactics and the
interpretation and delivery of operational Orders.
However, in the last week of the course the students were
evaluated through a general theoretical test of all the subjects
taught.
There was also a practical test in the delivery of Orders
conducted using a model pit to demonstrate the plan in a pictorial
setting; essential for conveying ideas to soldiers.
The balance of the course benefit from their dedication shown
during the intense hours of work over the four months of training.
Demonstrated most eloquently when theoretical training was
put in to practice. The EUTM Mali objective is always to assist our
MaAF colleagues to meet their operational needs through close
co-operation in advising, training and education.

The Company Commander occupies a
pivotal place in the military chain of
command. As an Officer it is considered to be
the best time in ones career in which it is
possible to be able to lead, guide and mentor
soldiers under command.
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A BLEND OF
LECTURES AND
PRACTICAL
WORKSHOPS
SAHELIAN SECURITY COLLEGE – 01/02/20

The training on Civil-Military Action (CMA) for
the G5-Sahel JF took place between 21 - 25
January 2020.
It was conducted in the Sahelian Security
College (CSS) and delivered to fourteen highly
motivated students.
The instructors came from the EUTM Mali in
the guise of the G5S Chief ably supported by G5S
JF Liaison Officer.
However, the course benefitted from guest
lecturers from the United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
and the head of the CIMIC detachment of the
French Operation BARKHANE.
The training itself was a blend of lectures and
practical workshops.
The many topics covered by lecture included
CMA
doctrine, Human Environment
of
Operations (HEO), and the importance of a
positive presence, posture and profile.
It also explored the protection of civilians,
armed conflict and children, CMA methods of
delivery and interview technique.
The practical workshops saw the students
participate in the art of negotiation, project
management and area assessment.
This short but intense course ended with a
well-deserved graduation ceremony with the
Guest of Honour, the Deputy of the EUTM Mali
ATF, presenting the Course Certificates to the
students.

THINKING
AHEAD
CODICO – 17/02/20
The Comité Directeur de
Coordination
(CoDiCo)
held
quarterly, met last 12 February
2020 in Bamako.
The CoDiCo, co-chaired by the
Chef d'État-Major Adjoint Général
des Armées, Brigadier General
Abdrahamane Baby, and the
EUTM
Mali
Mission
Force
Commander (MF Cdr), Brigadier
General João Boga Ribeiro, brings
together EUTM Mali and the
Malian Armed Forces (MaAF)
relevant structures.

The MF Cdr also spoke about
the Mission increased activities in
line with MaAF concepts, needs
and requirements and on the
planned way forward to ensure
continuity of the delivery of
military capabilities.
Specifically on the levels of
organisational
and
generic
strategy, doctrine, education and
training of headquarters, units,
trainers and specialised elements.

The aim of the conference is to
coordinate the medium and longterm planning of EUTM’s activities
in support of the MaAF.

EUTM Mali is the military
contribution
to
the
wider
comprehensive approach taken
by the European Union to assist in
lessening the crisis in Mali and the
wider Sahel.

During the meeting, the MF
Cdr highlighted the remarkable
work that the MaAF have achieved
at the operational level thanks to
the significant increase in their
overall capabilities.

It takes its place alongside the
political,
humanitarian
and
development pillars of assistance
captured in the ‘Strategy for
Security and Development in the
Sahel region’.
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PORTUGUESE DEFENCE
MINISTER VISITS EUTM MALI
ON SUNDAY 19 JANUARY 2020

The Minister of Defence of
Portugal, João Gomes Cravinho,
accompanied
by
Ambassador
Moreira da Cunha, Special Envoy for
the Sahel and General José Nunes da
Fonseca, Chief of Staff of the
Portuguese Army, travelled to Mali to
meet the Portuguese troops serving
in the European Union training
mission Mali and to conduct meetings
with the main political, diplomatic
and military authorities of the
country.
To meet him at the airport and
welcome him to Mali was the Force
Commander of EUTM Mali.
From there he was involved in
high level discussions with the
Minister of Defence and Veterans
Affairs, the Special Representative of
the Secretary General and the heads
of pillars of MINUSMA, the
Ambassador of the European Union
in Mali together with the heads of the
CSDP missions in Mali, the
Commander of the G5S Joint Force,
and the President of the Republic of
Mali, Ibrahim Boubacar Keïta.

On his arrival, he paid tribute to
the fallen of the EUTM Mali.
Later he had an office call with
the
Commander
where
he
received a national briefing and an
overview of the EUTM Mali training
and advisory tasks that take place
in the different mission locations.
The Minister of Defence was
accompanied throughout his visit
by General João Boga Ribeiro who
used the opportunity to bring the
Minister up to speed on the current
situation and the challenges in Mali
and the Sahel region as a whole.
The last leg of his journey saw
the Minister visit the Koulikoro
Training Camp to see the good
work of this integral part of the
Mission. The Minister of Defence,
after the visit, said that ‘the
Portuguese troops are highly
motivated with a high degree of
training and preparation, and
summed up by saying that to be
well prepared is to have the
conviction that the mission is
important’.
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NEW EUTM MALI DEPUTY MISSION
COMMANDER
COLONEL ANTONIO ARAUZO MARTINEZ – 05/02/20
The change of command between the outgoing EUTM
DEPUTY MISSION COMMANDER, Colonel Vicente TORRES
VAZQUEZ (Spain) and the incoming DEPUTY MISSION
COMMANDER, Colonel Antonio ARAUZO MARTINEZ (Spain)
took place on Tuesday, 04 February 2020, at the MFHQ
(Mission Force Headquarters) in Bamako.
The Change of Command was executed during a formal
ceremony with the presence of the EUTM Commander,
Brigadier General João Pedro Boga Ribeiro and the
Ambassador of Spain to Mali, Mr. Miguel Gómez de Aranda.
All MFHQ personnel took part in the Ceremony.

BASTION, FORCE FOR FAMA
13 VEHICLES HAVE BEEN HANDED OVER – 19/01/20
In the Headquarters of the Malian Armed Forces (FAMa)
in Kati, thirteen Bastion vehicles have been handed over to
the Joint Force G5 Sahel to equip the FAMa battalions that
make up this joint force.
Eight are for troop transport, two for EOD teams, two are
medical vehicles and one is destined to be a Command Post.
This delivery is part of the 46 Bastion vehicles that the 5
countries of the Joint Sahel Force will receive, which confirm
the firm commitment of the European Union to peace and
stability in the Sahel.
The ceremony began with a speech by the European
Union representative for the Sahel, Angel Losada, and was
followed by the handing over of the keys to the vehicles to
General Drabo, DMHTA's Commander.
These vehicles will provide the FAMa units a great deal
of manoeuvrability.

PROFESSIONALISM, COMPETENCE AND
COMMITMENT
ON FEBRUARY 13, 2020 A MEDAL PARADE TOOK PLACE IN BAMAKO

On February 13, 2020 a Medal Parade took place in the EUTM
Mali Mission Force Headquarters in Bamako.
The ceremony was presided over by the Mission Force
Commander (MF Cdr), Brigadier General João Boga Ribeiro, who
was accompanied by all the EUTM staff in Bamako.
Everyone wanted to pay tribute to the fifteen women and men
of EUTM who deserved this medal.
During the ceremony the MF Cdr recognised the “outstanding
flexibility, enthusiasm, perseverance and creativity, demonstrated,
day in, day out, to overcome all the challenges that we face”.
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THE ART OF SEARCHING
BASIC MILITARY SEARCH COURSE - 31/01/20

EUTM Mali conducted a Basic Military Search
Course for 6 trainees of different Gendarmerie units
in Koulikoro Training Camp.
The course took place between the 6th and 24th
January 2020 and it was delivered by 5 trainers from
the Education and Training Task Force.
The aim was to provide the Malian Gendarmerie
training in adapting tactics, techniques and
procedures to the Improvised Explosive Device (IED)
threat by implementing basic military search skills.
The first week was used to teach the basic skills of
weapon handling, individual and squad movement,
map reading and radio communication.
It also covered the very important subject of
International Humanitarian Law in order to allow the
trainees to incorporate this into their future training
and operations.
Using these basic skills as the building block, the
second week focused on mine awareness and the
employment of the correct tactics, techniques and
procedures relating to the Counter-IED lessons.
Finally, the beginning of the last week saw the
trainees conduct basic searches of vehicles and
personnel.
Like all good courses, the latter part of the week
saw the students take part in a confirmatory exercise
where all course subjects were practiced.
It was based upon an Operations Order that
directed the Gendarmerie students to move between
two locations in a convoy and if a suspected IED was
discovered then they were to manage the situation.
Not only did they find a suspected device, the
students also successfully established a checkpoint
and conducted personnel and vehicle searches,
demonstrating a sound knowledge of the skills that
they had been taught over the duration of the course.

COLLÈGE DE
DÉFENSE G5 SAHEL
LANDED IN BAMAKO
ON FEBRUARY 11, 2020
On February 11, 2020 the
Collège de Défense G5 Sahel
visited the EUTM Mali Mission
Force Headquarters in Bamako.
Created in 2016 and located
in Nouakchott, Mauritania, the
Collège de Défense G5 Sahel
was designed to train Army
Officers
from
G5
Sahel
countries (Burkina Faso, Chad,
Mali, Mauritania and Niger),
with the G5 Sahel Joint Force
staff positions provided by the
Officers who complete the
training
at
this
military
educational establishment.
The 41-member delegation
headed by the College's
Director, General Brahim Vall,
was received by the EUTM Mali
Commander,
Brigadier
General João Boga Ribeiro.

This was followed by a
briefing of the Mission’s Mandate
given by the Commander of the
Advisory Task Force, Colonel
Thierry Chipot.
The EUTM Mali Staff then
briefed by functional area.
The visit ended with a formal
group photo.
In May 2018 the Council of the
European Union extended the
mandate of the EUTM Mali
training mission for two years,
until 18 May 2020, and further
amended the mission's mandate
to include the provision of
training advice and support to
the G5 Sahel Joint Force as part of
the European Union's efforts to
support the G5 Sahel process.
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EUTM MALI REACHES SEVARÉ
THE MF CDR WITNESSED THE TRAINEES’ ABILITY TO LEARN QUICKLY COUPLED WITH
A WILLINGNESS TO PUT INTO PRACTICE THE LESSONS TAUGHT – 11/02/20

Whilst centralised training activities, in the shape of courses in Koulikoro Training Camp continues, EUTM Mali also
concentrates its focus on the decentralisation of the training and advising activities.
To date EUTM Mali has carried out 22 Combined Mobile Advisory and Training Teams (CMATTs) in seven different locations
all over the Mission area.
On February 7, the Mission Force Commander (MF Cdr) of EUTM Mali, Brigadier General João Boga Ribeiro, visited the latest
decentralised training; the CMATT taking place in Sevaré.
Here the MF Cdr had the opportunity to observe several activities being conducted such as the Command and Control
Operations (C2OPS) Course, the Intelligence Course, the Administration Course and the Infantry Training Course.
The MF Cdr witnessed the trainees’ ability to learn quickly coupled with a willingness to put into practice the lessons taught,
especially during the fire and movement drill as part of the assault on a prepared enemy position.
All this was underpinned by a great deal of effort on the part of all the trainees. The MF Cdr then had the pleasure of meeting
Colonel Amara Doumbia, MAF (Malian Armed Forces) 6th Military Region (Mopti) Commander.
During this meeting, Colonel Doumbia highlighted the close cooperation between the MaAF and EUTM Mali, the careful
selection of trainees made throughout the planning of this CMATT and underlined the excellent results that have been achieved so
far.
At the end of the visit, the MF Cdr congratulated all the CMATT elements for their commitment and dedication. He stressed the
professionalism, competence and their capacity to overcome all the many challenges set was very inspiring. Finally the MF Cdr
underlined the strong relationship the EUTM Mali has with the Malian military and local authorities.
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TAKING COMMAND AND CONTROL
OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES COURSE – 18/02/20
The Operational Procedures Course for the Military of the
Poste de Commandement Interarmées de Théâtre (PCIAT) of the
Force Conjointe du G5 Sahel was conducted between 10 to 14
February 2020.
It took place at the Collège Sahélien de Sécurité in Bamako.
The course consisted of theoretical and practical instruction in
the operation of a Command Post (organisation and tasks of each
section), the reporting system and the development and updating
of the event board and the situation chart.
The course was delivered by the Force Conjointe du G5 Sahel
Advisory Cell belonging to the EUTM Mali Advisory Task Force.
It was attended by ten trainees from across the G5 Sahel countries.

INTERVENTION GROUP COURSE
FOR 42 TRAINEES OF THE NATIONAL GUARD – 06/02/20
EUTM Mali conducted one Intervention Group Course for
42 trainees of the National Guard in two different places, the
National Guard Camp at Bamako and at Kati Training Area.
The course took place between the 13th and 31th January
2020.
The course was taught by 9 trainers from the Education
and Training Task Force (ETTF) of EUTM Mali.
They provided the Malian trainees with the requisite
skills and knowledge in mounted and dismounted
operations, focusing on Tactical Combat Casualty Care,
Combat Shooting, Signals, Military Driving, Convoy Escort
and Counter Ambush.
The trainees displayed great motivation during the fastpaced training that increased in intensity as the course
progressed.

EUTM MALI NEWSPAPER NUMBER 2 IN IMAGES

8

15 JANUARY – 15 FEBRUARY
2020

EUTM MALI NEWSPAPER

EUTM MALI XV
NUMBER 2

THE DIGITAL NEWSPAPER ON EUTMMALI.EU

9

15 JANUARY – 15 FEBRUARY
2020

EUTM MALI NEWSPAPER

EUTM MALI XV
NUMBER 2

THE DIGITAL NEWSPAPER ON EUTMMALI.EU

10

15 JANUARY – 15 FEBRUARY
2020

EUTM MALI NEWSPAPER

EUTM MALI XV
NUMBER 2

THE DIGITAL NEWSPAPER ON EUTMMALI.EU

11

15 JANUARY – 15 FEBRUARY
2020

EUTM MALI NEWSPAPER

EUTM MALI XV
NUMBER 2

THE DIGITAL NEWSPAPER ON EUTMMALI.EU

12

