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WE DO HAVE A THIRD FAMILY

JUST THE FIRS STEP

PREPARED FOR PREPARING

A YEAR FULL OF CHALLENGES
EUTM MALI MFCDR NEW YEAR’S EVE SPEECH
«I am not worried about what lies ahead,
because I am absolutely confident, that you and
me, all of us together, we are able to accept these
challenges.
It should be very important that all of what
EUTM is doing, in Bamako, Koulikoro or any
other location where we are called to carry out
our mission, is sufficiently known by all the
mission, by all of our training audiences, by all of
our partners, even by all of our nations.
We must, and we shall improve this
knowledge, because it is of the utmost relevance
that all these audiences, are aware of the
difference that you are making for this wonderful
Malian people and for their Armed Forces All of
this is due to your effort, commitment,
perseverance and resolve.
I wish to express my sincere thanks to each
and every one of you, and to say very clearly that
the merit of this mission belongs to all of you».

EUTM: Brigadier General João Pedro
Boga Ribeiro is now the new leader.
The change of command took place on
Thursday, 12 December 2019, at the mission
headquarters in Bamako.

In Kati, a town in northern Bamako, the
Military Regions Advisory Activity took place
from 9 to 20 December. A team of four ATF
officers carried out the preparation of the
activity.

A new Command and Control System was
presented last week in December at the Joint
Operations Centre in Bamako in the presence
of EUTM MALI Force Commander General
Ribeiro.
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ALL LINKED, ACCENT ON
THE FUTURE
07/01/2020

TO CONDUCT OPERATIONS WITH A MODERN AND EFFECTIVE COMMAND SYSTEM
A new Command and Control system was presented last
week in December at the Joint Operations Centre in Bamako by
Colonel-Major Diallo, in the presence of EUTM MALI Force
Commander General Ribeiro, to inform the Malian Armed
Forces FAMa of the system’s capabilities. A leap into the future
that will make it possible to conduct operations with a modern
and effective command system.
During the presentation,
the General Staff Operations
Centre and the Army
Operations
Centre
in
Bamako were connected to
the Military Regions of
SEGOU, TIMBUKTU and
GAO, and the Joint Theatre
Headquarters Centre in
SEVARÉ.
This
project,
whose conception dates
back to 2017 and whose
implementation began in
2018, has been developed
by the EUTM MALI.

This will provide the Malian Armed Forces with a Command
and Control System (C2OPS) that will allow them to lead the
forces during their missions.
This project, whose conception dates back to 2017 and
whose implementation began in 2018, has been developed by
the EUTM MALI in collaboration with the Malian company
STRATEGIS, as an example of cooperation between the EUTM
MALI and the country’s civilian companies.
The project has been
financed by three EU member
states;
Belgium
and
Luxembourg in 2018 and Spain
This system is a milestone that brings the throughout 2019. It consists of
the
renovation
and
Command and Control Structure of the
construction
of
some
infrastructures
in
which
the
Malian Armed Forces into the 21st century
the hardware and
and will definitely boost its performance in system,
software are installed to link
the different locations in a
planning and conducting operations.
cooperative environment that
allows the exchange of
information.
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«TONIGHT, WE DO
HAVE A THIRD
FAMILY: THE EUTM
FAMILY
EUTM MALI MFCDR CHRISTMAS’ EVE SPEECH
24/12/2020

Dear EUTM Mali members,
Tonight we celebrate Christmas Eve, and tomorrow
Christmas Day. Normally it is a time to celebrate
around your family and friends, to celebrate joy and to
celebrate peace. If we think it over for a moment, we
do have all the ingredients to have it here, where we
are now.
All soldiers are used to have two families: their
own, is which the most important one, which we miss,
and with whom we should physically be today.
Knowing that they are safe and sound, also because of
what we are doing here, should be our most precious
Christmas gift to them. Therefore I’m sure that all of us
feel like we’re together with them.
Please convey to all of your families my deepest
thanks, for their generosity, allowing you to be here
tonight, for the sake of others. Let them also know that
I feel privileged to have you also here with me, and that
I have the honour to serve together with you.
Then we have our second family, which is the
military family. Normally we spend much more time
with this one. This will also be one of these times. But
the military family is also made of bonds, built on effort,
sacrifice, sprit de corps, strong not only for our flags,
but for each other. Quite frankly, after our own family,
I don’t see any other better definition for family, then
the one that we have within the military family.
But tonight, we do have a third family: the EUTM
family. First, because it’s made out from soldiers, no
matter the country, the rank, or if they are military or
civilian.
All of them are soldiers, EUTM family members.
Secondly because, if Christmas is about joy and peace,
that’s the exact reason why we are here: to bring the
capabilities to allow this people to live peacefully,
which is also the best Christmas gift that we can give
them.
So we do have all the ingredients to celebrate as a
Family, our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
I want to wish all EUTM members, and to your
families at home, a safe and Happy Christmas.
Je veux souhaiter à tous les membres de l’EUTM, et
à vos familles à la maison, un Noël sûr et heureux.

PREPARED FOR PREPARING
TO CORRECTLY ESTABLISH THE SECURITY OF AN ISOLATED POSITION

30/12/2019

Recently, EUTM
MALI conducted two
instructor level courses
for the Malian Armed
Forces at Koulikoro
Training Camp, known
as the “Factory”, a
nickname it has earned
all these years when
soldiers have been
trained in support of the
Army of Mali.
The purpose of the
Base Defence Instructor
course is to provide
Malian officers and noncommissioned officers
with the requisite skills
and
knowledge
to
educate
their
own
soldiers as to how to
correctly establish the
security of an isolated
position.
Furthermore, it
provided them with the
tactics, techniques, and
procedures to defend
such a position against
attack.

All of us at EUTM Mali, also want to extend our
Merry Christmas wishes, to all our partners here in
Mali and to all our 28 nations.
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EUTM MALI MFCDR NEW YEAR’S EVE SPEECH
2020, A YEAR FULL OF CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

01/01/2020
Let me start by saying that I’m
extremely happy to be here today with all
of you in Koulikoro. I wanted to come
today, and to stay and spend New Year’s
Eve with you, because Koulikoro is the core
of EUTM Mali.
It represents the mission in itself,
because here, or also from here, we carry
out our main activities, programmed, and
many times also including EUTM members
from Bamako, always to provide the best
support to FAMa capabilities, through
training. KTC is part of EUTM, as well as
Bamako is a part of EUTM.
Also when we deploy to other locations,
besides here or Bamako, still, EUTM Mali
remains the same mission.

That’s why tonight I wanted to come,
but at the same time, to have the
opportunity to address the whole of the
mission. And this is why, Bamako is also
here with us, today.
That’s why tonight I wanted to come,
but at the same time, to have the
opportunity to address the whole of the
mission. And this is why, Bamako is also
here with us, today.
It should be very important that all of
what EUTM is doing, in Bamako,
Koulikoro or any other location where
we are called to carry out our mission, is
sufficiently known by all the mission, by
all of our training audiences, by all of our
partners, even by all of our nations.

We must, and we shall improve this
knowledge, because it is of the utmost
relevance that all these audiences, are
aware of the difference that you are making
for this wonderful Malian people and for
their Armed Forces.
2019 has been a challenging year for
EUTM, for several reasons: the most
relevant one was security. We would wish,
first and foremost for the sake of all this
region, that we would be able to support
our training audiences in a more safe and
secure environment.
But EUTM Mali managed to respond
promptly and effectively, and we have
overcome this challenge, by becoming
stronger and safer. It was also a challenge
because we have to respond to different
training needs.

But, we’ve adapted to our training audience’s requirements, and together with the Malian Armed Forces,
we’ve established better and improved coordination mechanisms, and therefore we were able to provide
quality training to around 2500 Malian military, in many locations, in Mali, but also in other countries,
within the mandate that we’ve received, always with creativity, professionalism and efficiency.

It was a challenge because we were sometimes confronted with
new and unforeseen situations, with problems and incidents. But we
were also able to carry on with the mission, learning, finding new
approaches, new ways of reaching for better results, and swiftly and
efficiently responding to incidents, like the one which we recently had
with 5 of our brave Spanish comrades, just some days after assuming
my command.
All of this is due to your effort, commitment, perseverance and
resolve. For what has been achieved throughout 2019, I wish to express
my sincere thanks to each and every one of you, and to say very clearly
that the merit of this mission, belongs to all of you. 2020 will bring us
new challenges and responsibilities.
We will have to start the new year with all of our heart, as one team,
because we are going to undertake many tasks requiring the very best
of us, in terms of planning for the future, not only for our Malian friends,
but also for our own mission, in terms of advising and supporting the
many levels and organizations with which we are consistently and
increasingly engaging, in terms of training, with more centralized and
decentralized activities, but also internally, to change critical assets
that have never been changed, and to put into practice better
procedures and practices.

And also for our own mission, in terms of advising and supporting
the many levels and organizations with which we are consistently
and increasingly engaging, in terms of training, with more
centralized and decentralized activities, but also internally, to
change critical assets that have never been changed, and to put into
practice better procedures and practices.
However, being always concerned with the safety and security of
every member of EUTM, I’m not worried about what lies ahead,
because I’m absolutely confident, that you and me, all of us together,
we are able to accept these challenges and, again, to overcome
them, because we have a duty with these people, because we have
a duty with all of our countries, but also because we have a duty with
each other.
And to all of you, EUTM soldiers, here and in Bamako, to all the
Malian Armed Forces and the Malian people that they protect, and to
all the soldiers within the G5S Joint Force, I want to wish, from the
very bottom of my heart, a good, joyful and safe evening, but mostly,
I want to wish an outstanding New Year of 2020.
On est tous ensemble! Happy New Year, everyone!
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A DAY TO CELEBRATE AND TO
RECOGNISE THE VALUE AND MERIT

“Today is a day to celebrate and to recognise the value
and merit of some of our military who have unequivocally
contributed to improve the defence and security capabilities
of this country and the whole Sahel region. We do this by
awarding these personnel well-deserved EU Medals” with
these words the Force Commander of EUTM Mali (European
Union Training Mission Mali), General João Boga Ribeiro,
addressed all the EUTM soldiers who formed to receive the
medal on the afternoon of the last 24th, a day to remind.
The Medal Parade took place in the Head Quarter of
EUTM in Bamako and was a ceremony where was
recognised by Force Commander the “outstanding
flexibility, enthusiasm, perseverance and creativity,
demonstrated, day in, day out, to overcome all the
challenges that we face”.
The ceremony was presided over by General Ribeiro
who was accompanied by all the EUTM staff in Bamako.
Everyone wanted to pay tribute to the nineteen women and
men of EUTM who deserved this medal.
The medal, remembered general Ribeiro, “has an
inscription Pro Pace Unum meaning United for Peace. That’s
exactly what unites us, and that’s exactly what you’ve
achieved, on behalf of all of us, on behalf of all of our
countries, on behalf of Europe, but most importantly, on
behalf of the FAMa and the Malian people, in their pursuit of
stability and development”.

“We, as a team, are completely aware that all these
efforts and achievements would not have been possible
without the unwavering support of our families and friends.
They are also an important part of our team and therefore
they are also to be congratulated.
In an extremely challenging and complex time, EUTM
Mali stands ready to continue the good work through its
essential pillars of advising, educating and training for the
FAMa, G5 Sahel JF and DDR. Here, we have witnessed their
improvement across all capabilities. However, we clearly
still have a long way to go, always seeking to build on what
has already been built, trying every day to do more and
better, to support a more efficient and confident Malian
Armed Forces.
We must do this to face the anathema of terrorism which,
knowing no boundaries or geographical limits, also
threatens our own the security, and that of our fellow citizens
and families”.

JUST THE FIRST STEP
THE INTELLIGENCE COURSE IS SEEN AS THE FIRST STEP OF A VERY AMBITIOUS
PROJECT

11/01/2020
The Intelligence
Trainers Course. This
course was successfully
completed 2 January 20 by
seven Officers and NCOs
of the FAMa. It was
organised by EUTM and
conducted
within
the
EMGA’s facilities.
The aim of the course
was to enable them to be
responsible for leading,
with the support of EUTM,
the instruction and training
of the combat intelligence
function of FAMa units.
The course consisted of
a round-table discussion
where
participants
discussed and compared
their views on various
topics related to military
intelligence.
They then developed
group
dynamics
and
received
advice
on
different techniques and
teaching methods.

A COURSE OF HIGH LEVEL
14/01/2020

Three lectures were delivered by the
Deputy Commander of the Advisory Training
Force of EUTM Mali at the Military Schools
Directorate (DEM), last 9 of January, to the 32
students (Captains and Majors) that are
following the preparatory course previous to
the Staff College Course in the Malian Staff
College (EEMNK): a course of high level.
The Military Schools Directorate (DEM) is the
one star command in charge of the direction of
planning of military education. The military
schools for Officers and NCOs are under its
command.
The aim of the lectures was to give a general
overview of International Organisations,
covering UN, EU and NATO origins, principles,
evolution and broad functioning of these
organisations, their interactions and finally, as a
recapitulative example, the involvement of
both UN and EU in the Sahel region was
explained.
Colonel-Major DIARRÁ, currently Chief of the
DEM thanked EUTM MALI participation in the
course and expressed the interest of the DEM to
deepen the cooperation in the future.

The course is seen as
the first step of a very
ambitious project in which
FAMa instructors will take
the leading role in the
delivery of training and
preparation of their own
units.
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