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EUTM Mali: 10.000
th

 Malian soldier trained 
 

 

The European Training Mission in Mali (EUTM Mali) will commemorate the completion of two 

significant objectives on the 28
th

 of April 2017.  

 

Koulikoro 

Firstly, the number of Malian soldiers having successfully completed the tactical training 

organized by EUTM Mali will have reached the significant number of 10.000 graduates. To mark 

this milestone, the best student of the last ETIA (Element Tactique Interarmes, basically a 

company-sized battlegroup) training course, which started the 23th of January and ends on the 

28
th

 of April, will be presented with a certificate celebrating this achievement. 

 

 
Figure 1: Mortar training in Koulikoro 

This last ETIA training course was different from the ones before, as two company-sized 

battlegroups were being instructed at the same time. During the first couple of weeks, Officers 

and Non-Commissioned Officers (NCOs) were separated from their soldiers. While the privates 

received basic infantry training, their superiors were coached through a Train the Trainer (TTT) 

program. During the second part of the ETIA training course, the Malian Officers & NCOs 

themselves continued & led the infantry training of their subordinates, under the supervision of 

EUTM trainers.  

 

The aim of these ETIA training courses is for the trained company-sized battlegroups to attain a 

higher level of combat capability. At this moment, approximately 1/3
rd

 of the Malian Armed 



Forces (MaAF) have already received military training by EUTM Mali, resulting in a substantial 

increase of the MaAF’s military capacities. 

 

 
Figure 2: Train the trainer course on first aid 

Segou 

The second objective that will be achieved by EUTM Mali on the 28
th

 of April is the successful 

conclusion of the Combined Mobile Advisory Training Team (CMATT) to Segou, hereby 

accomplishing another chapter of its decentralization process with highly satisfying results. 

After the successful CMATT to the First Military Region in Gao which finished in March 2017, it 

was now the turn of the Second Military Region in Segou to receive advisors & instructors from 

EUTM Mali. EUTM Mali decentralizes its activities upon request of the Malian armed forces 

because it is often difficult for them to bring their soldiers all the way to the EUTM training 

center in Koulikoro. 

 

 
Figure 3: Base of the 2

nd
 Military Region 



The goal of the CMATT was to enhance the military capabilities of the 2
nd

 Military Region, both 

on the operational as well as the tactical level. The CMATT was tailor made to effectively 

address the demands and requirements of the different military units to be instructed and thus 

specialized instructors from all of the main pillars of EUTM Mali were present within the 

CMATT: Training, Leadership & Education and Advisory. The CMATT’s program was very diverse 

& versatile, as there were a large number of specific courses to be given to a diverse group of 

Malian units.  

 

 
Figure 4: Weapon handling training 

The CMATT in Segou took off with combat engineer training from 13
th

 of February 2017 until 

04
th

 of March 2017. During this course, 40 Malian regulars of the 26
th

 Engineering battalion 

received 1 week of obstacle construction training, 1 week of demining training using mine 

detectors and 1 week of explosive demolition training in Bapho, along the Niger River.  

 

  
Figure 5: Theoretical lessons given by Malian instructor 



Partly simultaneous to this, from 13
th

 of February until 24
th

 of March, Spanish engineers 

instructed and practiced river crossing techniques with elements of this same 26
th

 Engineering 

Battalion. During a final test on the 24
th

 of March, our Malian colleagues proved to have 

acquired the necessary skills to operate river crossing operations without any outside 

assistance.  

 

 
Figure 6: River crossing training in Bapho 

From 13
th

 of March until 24
th

 of March, in the school for Non-Commissioned Officers in 

Banankoro, the focus was put on basic combat skills. Not less than 122 students of the second 

year received training in weapon handling, first aid under tactical circumstances & counter-IED 

(improvised explosive devices) techniques. Additionally, the importance of leadership was 

stressed throughout the course, including some practical training on the topic for these future 

squad leaders. 

 

 
Figure 7: First aid training in the Banankoro school for non-commissioned officers 



A very important part of the CMATT’s task is based on the “train the trainers” concept. This 

means that EUTM instructors not only enhance Malian instructors’ military skills but also teach 

them how to transmit these newly acquired skills to their future students. During this CMATT, 

31 instructors from the Markala Training Center received thorough infantry training during a 

demanding 4-week course from 27
th

 of March till 28
th

 of April. 

 

 
Figure 8: Malian instructor giving tactical training to his colleagues under the guidance of an EUTM Mali instructor 

Last but not least, some senior officers of EUTM’s Advisory Task Force (ATF) provided command 

post training to 13 staff officers of the 2
nd

 Military Region in order to increase the capabilities 

on the operational level. It is important that the soldiers in the field are not only combat ready 

themselves but can also be confident that they are being led by competent staff officers. Within 

the 2
nd

 Military Region this will not be an issue, as the professionalism and motivation of the 

Malian officers was of the highest level and an example for all. 

 

 
Figure 9: Command post training to the staff officers of the 2

nd
 Military region 



The end of the CMATT in Segou will be celebrated with a closing ceremony on the 28
th

 of April 

2017 in the presence of senior officers from the 2
nd

 Military Region & the deputy commander of 

EUTM. This will also be the occasion to hand-over the well-deserved EUTM Mali training 

certificates to the 31 trainees of the Train the Trainer course. 

 

All EUTM Mali instructors agree on one thing: the enthusiasm of the Malian soldiers of the 2
nd

 

Military Region, their ability to quickly acquire new skills and apply them during subsequent 

exercises was outstanding and greatly helped in turning this CMATT into a success story which 

will be continued by further CMATTs in other regions of Mali. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Para Training 

In addition to the daily training in Koulikoro 

and to the different CMATT, EUTM Mali 

organizes also some very specific training 

activities with the contribution of a nation. 

From 06 to 09 April, we organized a 

parachute training activity in BAMAKO 

region with the Belgian paratroopers of the 

EUTM’s Force Protection and 30 Malian 

paratroopers of the 33R Para (MLI). The 

objective of this activity was to support the 

development of the Malian parachuting 

capabilities.  For the Malian paratroopers it 

was their first jump since 2011.   


